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V.— TWO TABELLAE DEFIXIONUM IN THE ROYAL 
ONTARIO MUSEUM. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Charles T. Currelly, Director of 
the Royal Ontario Museum of Toronto, I have been privileged 
to read two tabellae defixionum in the possession of the Mu- 
seum. These were purchased by Mr. Currelly himself in 
Athens two or three years ago. This fact and certain textual 
features prove them to be of Attic origin. The chemical condi- 
tion of the lead is such as would result from many centuries of 
exposure to atmospheric or soil conditions. This and the palae- 
ography of the tablets compel me to believe that they are not 
modern counterfeits. Moreover, no counterfeiter would be so 
naively inconsistent in his errors as is the composer of one of the 
tablets (II.). Of the circumstances surrounding their discovery 
we unfortunately know nothing. 

I. Leaden tablet, rectangular, 9.0x6.9 cmm., originally 
folded double and pierced with a nail ; quite fragile, especially 
along lines of folding ; inscribed on both sides with rude letters 
almost uniformly 7 mm. in height. The writing on the face is 
in two parts, one to the right, the other to the left, of the diagonal 
descending from left to right. In the first the letters begin 
at the right-hand margin and continue towards the left. In the 
second they begin at the bottom of the tablet without regular 
alignment of initials and run from left to right. That the first 
part was originally written first is proved by the fact that the 
several lines of the second part were so arranged as to fill in a 
left-over space. None of the groups of letters as they stand can 
be read as words, as in Wunsch, Defixionum Tabellae Atticae, 
I. G. III. 3, 55; 77 ; 88; 95 (cf. 81, 1 10-135). The confusion of 
the letters, added to their positive lack of legibility in places, 
makes impossible a convincing reconstruction of what was in the 
writer's mind. The deliberate purpose of such confusion was, 
in the event of the discovery of the tablet, to prevent detection 
of the author through a list of his enemies (cf. Wunsch, 
D. T. A., p. 30, " ut lectorem fugiant ". 
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ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM. CURSE-TABLET NO. I. 
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1-4. It is impossible to discover the names latent in this riddle. 

5. See Bechtel-Fick, Griechische Personennamen, p. 60. 

6. Usually the nom. is used in defixional lists of names (see 
Audollent, Defixionum Tabellae, Paris, 1904, praef. 1-li), but 
nom. and ace. are sometimes found together, as in Wiinsch, 
D. T. A., 22 and 29. 

8. Perhaps *i\ioTt'dijs as in Wiinsch, D. T. A., 9, 6 ; 20, 4 ; 28, 
3; Aud. 56. 

9-10. Armorial) is read in Wiinsch 42, 4, but without patro- 
nymic. 

13. XapaKTrjpes : The resemblance of the fifth x a P aKTr ip to tne 
familiar Christian symbol is due to an accidental stroke of the 
metal writing-point. Can x here be the symbol of Osiris in 1. 6 
of the defixio published by Audollent in the Bull. Arch., 1910, 
pp. 137 ff.? 

15. The letters are very indistinct. 

If these names be correctly deciphered, then 'AKkIStis, El6vK\rjs, 
KaWiKXeidrjs, Kopotfios, \v<rdvap, Xaipiai/ appear here for the first 
time in defixiones. 

B 

16. Perhaps some expression that gave significance to the 
list of names in A. 

All the letters of the Attic alphabet have been employed ex- 
cept r, z,e,S, *, *. Judging from the forms of these, our only in- 
dication of date, we can safely state that this tablet may have been 
written at any time during the fourth and third centuries B. C 

II. Leaden tablet, roughly circular, 9.1 cmm. in diameter, 5 
mm. in thickness, thickly covered with litharge and hard crys- 
tals of lead carbonate, especially near the edges ; originally 
folded double and written on one side only in rude, irregular let- 
ters varying in height from 6 to 2 mm. ; in places the lead has 
been worn smooth and all traces of writing have disappeared. 
By far the larger part of the formula occupies all but a small arc 
at the left of the circle and is written in horizontal lines. The 
upper half of the small arc contains in horizontal lines the com- 
pletion of a sentence begun in the larger body of the text, while 
the lower half is filled to the last millimetre with a variation of 
the formula previously used, but in this case written perpendicu- 
larly to the rest of the text. 
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i. Karadm : See also 5. 15. 20. 25 ; by far the commonest verb 
to denote the magic act of defixion. Only in Wiinsch, D. T. A., 
49 a 3 is this word or a synonym repeated in the same line 
without an intervening word, and nowhere else in the first line ; 
cf., however, Wiinsch, D. T. A., 79, 12-13 ar >d IIQ - Repetition 
of such expressions at intervals is common in Attic defixiones, 
but as a rule each mention introduces a new victim ; but cf. Aud. 
68, 108 ; Wiinsch, D. T. A., 79, 1. 13-15 ; 90; 105, where the same 
person is in each instance involved. The monotony of the repe- 
tition in this tablet is duplicated only in the Johns Hopkins Tab. 
Def. (Fox, A.J. P., XXXIII, 1, suppl., pp. 16-31). 

2. 'Apto-[r]o/3oi;Xo(u) : Cf. 11-13. 18-19. 2 3 (conjectured); the 
first appearance of this name in defixiones. It is not found in 
Attic inscriptions till towards the close of the fourth century and 
gradually increases in frequency well into Roman times. For 
identification see 3. 

o=ou : So in 3. 13. 14. 24, butrovy in 19 and 29 (?). According 
to Meisterhans-Schwyzer (Gram. d. att. Inschr., pp. 6-7, nn. 
22-23) for ov ranges from a very early period to the middle of the 
second century B. c, persisting much later in defixiones than in 
official documents where it virtually disappears in the latter half of 
the fourth century. It occurs in Aud., 1 a 33 ; 50, 2. 8. 12 ; 53 b 2 ; 
62, 4 ; 63, 4 ; 68 a 10 ; b 4. 5. 7-8. 10 ; 69 I b 4 ; II b 4 ; 80, 41 (all 
but the first and the last are Attic and are assigned by the editor 
to the fourth century) ; Wiinsch, D. T. A., 38, 5 ; 101, 4. 6 ; 102 a 
8; b 12; 103 a 2. 3; 107 a; 138, 1 (these are assigned about evenly 
to the third and fourth centuries). Wilhelm, however, (Jahres- 
hefte d. ost. arch. Inst, in Wien, VII, 1904, pp. 1056".) very 
convincingly locates in the fourth century nearly all those tablets 
that Wiinsch locates in the third. His article supersedes those 
by Schwyzer (Neue Jhbr., 1900, pp. 2446*".) and Ziebarth (Gott. 
Nachr., 1899, pp. 105 ff.). For final conclusions as to the date 
of our tablet see infra pp. 79-80. 

3 to? or To(v)f : Probably the gen. of some patronymic 

like *iXoKpa7-.;?, ATt/jLOKpaTtji, or Xtipijs. Nowhere in Attic defixiones 
does the patronymic follow the son's (or daughter's) name in the 
genitive (cf., however, Aud., 50, 5-6), and therefore we cannot say 
whether the article is to be employed here before the patronymic 
as in official inscriptions (Meisterhans-Schwyzer, op. cit, § 86, 8, 
p. 224), or to be omitted. If the father's name is as long as either 
of the first alternatives suggested, the lacuna would not admit 
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the article; if it is as short as the second alternative, there is 
plenty of space for the article. Owing to the lacuna it is impos- 
sible to identify Aristobulus in any way. 

y\a,T(j)av : But correctly spelled in 15. This misspelling is 
very common in defixiones, e. g., Wiinsch, D. T. A., 52 ; 56, 4 ; 
57, 21 ; 61 a 2; 74, 3 ; Aud., 47, 2. 7. 9; 66, 2. Meisterhans- 
Schwyzer (pp. 95-96, n. 844) notes it in the fourth century and 
observes that from the third century onward it becomes very 
common in all classes of inscriptions. 

4. /cni [o-5/xa] : Supplied on analogy of 10-1 1. 16. The range 
of bodily parts defixed is strikingly Attic (see Wiinsch, D.T. A., 
and Aud., passim). 

Kal : Inconsistent use of the connective is characteristic of this 
vulgar department. 

6. ykarrav: Cf. 3. 15. 21. 27-28. 

7. oi k [la] v : See 21. This implies the destruction of the en- 
tire family, as oIkov in the oracle in Herod. VI 86, 3. Cf. the 
Hebrew curse : "... It shall enter the thief's house, and the 
house of him that hath sworn falsely by my name, and it shall 
roost in the midst of his house and consume it, with its beams 
and its stones ". (Zech. V 4, trans, by George Adam Smith, 
The Book of the Twelve Prophets, p. 302). 

Oo8as> : Inadvertent repetition, as epya, ykanrav (Wiinsch, D. 
T. A., 53). 

13-14. av(ri)b'iKo(y) : For similar accidental omission of a syl- 
lable see Ka(ra)<jx6vTes (Aud., 74, 7) ; ' A.<j(ri)povos (ib. 302, 1). The 
word is not rare in defixiones, as KaTah{ri)vi[u] AiokXtj («)? t6(v) 

e'p» avribiKov (Wiinsch, D. T. A., 94, 2—3) : n-apaXd(3e[T« to] is avTidUavs 

(Aud. 18, 7); see also Stryd, 'e<£. 'hpx-, 1903, pp. 55 ff., IV; 
Oliverio, Studi Ital. di Fil. Class., XVIII (1900), pp. 445 ff.; 
Aud., 302* ; and certain Latin equivalents in Aud., 93 ; 95 ; 96 ; 
98; 101 ; 111-112; 133; 221; 226. 

17. [n-dSar]: Or perhaps x*ip a * (cf. 4). 

17-19. <Tw\hUovs\ tovs : Perhaps o-whUos (after ' kpiaToBovko) , 

as xal tos a-vvSUos aiirov (Wiinsch, Miinchner Tab. Def., V, 5, in 
Arch. f. Rel., XIV, 191 1, pp. 150-151). vivhiKot are often 
mentioned in legal defixiones ; e. g., xal tovs tovtm o-vp8Uo(y)s 

navTas (id. D. T. A., 39) 20—22) ' Kal avvdiKot koX e? tis aWos [<£tAos] 

a[u]rotr (103 a 8-9). Or expressions of like content are used, 

as <Tvvirap6vras (79> IJ ) ! owtjyopovs (95 b 23—24); Kal Totr 

/3o7j(0)oir vavTas (94, 5-6) ; avmpaTTovra (37, io) ; aduocatus (Wiinsch, 
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Die Lamminae litteratae des Trierer Amphitheaters, 12, in 
Bonn. Jhbr., 1910, Heft 119, pp. iff."). Cf. note on dvri8iKo(v) 
supra. 

19. iravras tovs : A corrective afterthought to be read before 

<TVV\jbiKOv\s- 

20-22. [noSas .... x«/>a* (rapa] : These conjectures made on 
the basis of completer portions of the text satisfactorily fit the 
lacunae. 

29. tou[s] : Here the text ceases abruptly ; probably tovs 
o-vvSlkovs was in the writer's mind. 

In this tablet appear ail the letters of the post-Euclidean 
alphabet except z, H, e, * and *. c occurs fourteen times, while 
2 occurs but once (17). The form of Pi is that in which the 
cross-bar projects beyond the uprights. The joint appearance 
of c and TT on marble would ordinarily lead one to assign the 
document containing them to the second century (see Roberts 
and Gardner, Introd. to Gr. Epigr., II, p. xvi; Wunsch, D. T. A., 
praef. i). But this dating, while possible here, is scarcely proba- 
ble in view of the occurrence of o for ov (see n. 2). The same 
difficulty is found in Wunsch, D. T. A., 102 (where P is counted 
four times, but n and TT three times each), and so sensitive to it 
is the editor that he calls the tablet " titulus apxatfav ", and with 
that dismisses the matter of date. But Wilhelm (op. cit., pp. 
1 1 2- 1 1 3,) demonstrates that there is no real conflict between the 
palaeography on the one hand and the orthography on the 
other and locates the document in the fourth century. This 
argument I accept and in so doing locate our tablet in the latter 
part of the same period. This conclusion is strengthened by the 
fact that TT is the regular form in a papyrus written in the period 
310-290 B. C. (see Schubart, Pap. Graec. Berol., 191 1, pi. 3 and 
p. viii). Finally, one must constantly bear in mind in dating 
defixiones that owing to their nature their composition is likely 
to be marked by an incongruous mixture of archaisms and inno- 
vations. 

W. Sherwood Fox. 

Princeton University. 



